
 

 

2013 Gombin Historical Society Annual Board Meeting 

 

Meeting Date:  November 11, 2013 

Location: Home of Phil & Irma Ball, Teaneck, NJ 

In attendance: 

Art Gertzman – President 

Michael Kaplan- Treasurer 

Mindy Prosperi- Secretary 

Phil Ball- Vice President 

Ellen Kaplan- Board Member 

Minna Packer- Board Member 

__________________________ 

Non-voting members 

Ellen Nalben 

Bob Prosperi 

 

Gombin Society Treasurer’s Report 

The Gombin Society currently has approximately $54,000 in assets.  However, our assets have decreased 

over the past four years due to fulfilling our missions, maintenance of projects such as the Gombin 

Cemetery and less collection of yearly dues payments from members. 

Projects currently in process  

1) Gombin Cemetery – The Company that is currently caring for the cemetery is doing an excellent job.  

They care for the upkeep of the cemetery, mow the lawn on a regular basis and act as general 

contractors for many of the projects that we need pricing or supervision on.  We currently pay them 

$900 per year for their work.  The cemetery recently has gotten a facelift with the front gate having 

been repaired, the tombstones cleaned and the walkway in the process of being replaced.  The 

maintenance company also put up a camera (non-functional) that acts as a deterrent to kids who like to 

use the back wooded section for parties.  The gate around the cemetery is in bad condition.  This is not 

due to any kind of vandalism but rather just from weathering.  However, it will cost about $15,000 to 

bring this large fenced in area back to new condition.  Mr. Zicklin, a Gombiner member has offered 

matching funds up to $12,500 for the care of the cemetery.  With his matching funds, we have collected 

$9000 ($4500 that was matched) so far which is how the work we have done so far has been 

accomplished.  If we could raise another $8,000 in funds, he will match this amount and we could 

complete this project.  However if we cannot, we will need to look for alternative ways to upkeep the 

cemetery.  Minna Packer suggested we again contact the Nissenbaum foundation, who originally had 

the fence put in for us.  She will try and find their new location in Germany (no longer based in Poland) 



 

 

and see if they will help us.  

 Art Gertzman will write another letter to the Nissenbaum foundation expressing our need for their 

financial support for the cemetery project. 

Konin Monument Project 

This project has been on the back burner for several years.  It was our goal to put up a monument in the 

Catholic cemetery where Jews from Gombin and several other surrounding communities were buried in 

a mass grave in 1941.  There are at least 50 men buried there.  There is a marker but only in Polish.  

Dr. Novak, our Polish contact on this project has now retired and is no longer involved.  However, her 

son is now in charge of the museum associated with this gravesite.  Minna Packer has offered to contact 

people at the Ethnographic Museum in Warsaw to see if they can assist.  Bob Prosperi has the names, in 

English, of all the people who are known to be buried there.  He will send this list out to the board 

members for review.  Minna and Bob will then begin evaluating the cost of completing this project. 

Forum for Dialogue  

1. This past year The Gombin Society funded a very successful educational project in Gombin.  Similar to 
the kind of project undertaken in 1998 in Whitwell, Tennessee; the Paperclip Project,  
(see brief video at  www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFOaAK32C94)  this project was aimed at the middle 
school children of many communities in Poland.  We specifically funded $4,000 towards the creation of 
a program in Gombin.  It was very successful.  This year we will assist again but we will only fund $2500.   
We will not be committing to annual funding for this valuable program. 
 
Gombin Society Website 
Our website went through a major overhaul this year with the help of a very talented NYU college 
student.  However, he will be graduating shortly and we will need to hire a new programmer to keep up 
our site.  Phil Ball has offered to assist in finding another student who will work for a reasonable price to 
keep our site updated. 
 
New /Renewed Board Members 
 
Ellen Kaplan who has been an unofficial board member for several years has agreed to become a voting 
member of our board.  Welcome Ellen! 
It was also suggested that we contact Bernie Guyer to ask if he thinks his nephew, based in Boston 
would be interested in working more closely with us. 
Mindy Prosperi has also offered to contact our English member, Jeremy Freedman to see if he will 
participate more actively and get more of our English Gombiners involved as ours in an international 
organization. 
 
Trip Back to Poland 
 
It is time to begin to think about another trip to Gombin.  We believe that a realistic timeframe would be 
in 2015.  By that time, the Jewish Museum in Warsaw should be completely open, the Konin project 
finished and hopefully, our cemetery in perfect condition.   
 
 



 

 

 
 
Fundraising 
The Gombin Society has many wonderful ideas and goals.  However, they all require money to complete.  
We will need to ask for the assistance of the many successful descendents of the Jews of Gombin to 
make these happen.  We need to reach out beyond just our board members.  Art Gertzman will write to 
the Nissenbaum Foundation, Ted Taube/Koret Foundation and Larry Zicklin for funding. 
 
Other Projects 
Synagogue Monument will be put on hold until the political situation in Gombin is more favorable. 
 
Next meeting  
We have tentatively scheduled our next board meeting for April 13, 2014 at the same location in 
Teaneck, NJ.  All Gombin Society members are welcome to attend but only board members may vote at 
a board meeting. 

 

These notes are respectfully submitted by Mindy S. Prosperi- Secretary   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


